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How GoochlandCares’ Critical Home Repair Program Rebuilds Our Community

Driving around Goochland County, you will see beautiful houses, new construction, and manicured lawns. But if
you look closer, you may also see some houses with holes in the roofs and floors or dangerous structural issues.
Some even have no running water, deadly electrical problems, or damaged entrances.

The Critical Home Repair Program is one of four GoochlandCares housing programs meant to fight
homelessness in Goochland County. The goal is to ensure safe and stable living conditions for our neighbors
who already own their homes and to prevent individuals and families from ever experiencing homelessness in
the first place. Families in Goochland County, including many seniors, turn to GoochlandCares for help.

How Does It Happen? Who Makes It Happen?

Home repair projects, both large and small, restore . Gci(ochlan?lcires worlés Witth incredible k;_‘:a' "
contractors, volunteers, and partner organizations like
homes to an acceptable safety level and allow Senior Connections, project:HOMES, Department of

homeowners who could not afford the repairs to Social Services, Goochland Professional Firefighters
stay in their home! Association, & more!

When a sudden house fire left three

generations—grandmother, mother,

and daughter—temporarily displaced,

their future felt uncertain. The family

had shared this home for years,

creating countless memories within

its walls. Partnering with Goochland

Department of Social Services and
S /7 Senior Connections, our Critical Home
il s Repair program got to work. The team

Quick Fix, Big Impact: A Ramp to Independence stepped in to repair not only the fire
When Martin’s wife suffered a stroke that left her unable to and electrical damage, but also restore
move, he didn’t know what he would do. They were both over running water. Now, the family is back

75, and they were already struggling to get to both of their where they belong—together at home.
medical appointments. When Martin called GoochlandCares, he 0 . — .
said “The thing | need most is a ramp.” On very short notice, our
team was able to install a full wheelchair ramp. Now, their home
is equipped for her care and fully accessible. Wheelchair ramps
are a common project request for Critical Home Repair, but they
make a huge difference in helping seniors age-in-place and
remain in their family home.




GOOCHLANDCARES’ NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

We are pleased to share that our new CEO, Andrea Ahonen, started at the end of August! Andrea

brings nearly two decades of dedicated service in the nonprofit health industry, having held positions

at organizations such as the Muscular Dystrophy Association and World Pediatric Project. Beyond her

professional achievements, she is actively involved in civic organizations like REAL LIFE and in her local

church. Andrea and her husband Sam are proud parents to four children. For her first month, Andrea

learned about GoochlandCares directly from Sally and the staff during the transition. As of October 1st,
she has officially taken over leadership duties.

Reflecting on her first month, Andrea has this to share:

“It's hard to believe that I've already completed my first 30 days as the CEO of GoochlandCares. As |
reflect on my first month, | am filled with gratitude for the warm welcome I've received from all of you.
Your passion for the mission of GoochlandCares is downright inspiring. For me, this is a time of listening
and learning to gain deeper appreciation for the incredible work we can do together.

As | look around the building every day, | am struck by our sense of community commitment.
Staff, clients, volunteers, and community partners alike share a hello in the halls, on their way to give or

get food, clothing, housing assistance, health care, and other vital resources. I've been impressed by the
depth and complexity of each of our 12 life-saving programs.

As we look ahead, my focus remains on fostering trust, innovation, and effective service to our
neighbors. Together, we will continue to serve Goochland and celebrate our shared successes. With
your support, | am confident we will make an even greater impact in the years to come. | hope that
you’ll join me in celebration of Sally Graham’s legacy on November 7th for our Community
Open House and Retirement Celebration. | look forward to meeting more of you in-person and
thanking Sally for her years of special service. Thank you again!”




VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Mikhail

This summer, we had the pleasure of working with Mikhail,
a talented intern from Partnership for the Future (PFF).
PFF is a college preparation and workforce development
program providing training and educational opportunities
for future success. Mikhail brought his great energy to our
Clothes Closet, helping to process donations and run the
retail area. Throughout his time with us, Mikhail brought

a passion for learning about how nonprofits are run. But
the part he enjoyed most? Getting to interact with Clothes
Closet shoppers! “Everyone is just helping each other, and
most are very happy to be there. It makes the day fun!”

PFF and other educational partnerships bring incredible I — g0
students into the GoochlandCares’ building every day!
AND, if you know middle or high school students who FOR INFORMATION ABOUT
need their required service hours, we can help them have =~ VOLUNTEERING, CONTACT DOMINIC at
a great opportunity like Mikhail! Dalexander@GoochlandCares.org or
804-556-0400!
() Richmond Country Club JOIN THE MISSION MONTHLY CLUB

le Be“ Ba.;ezgr'

pRIEitng GoochiandCares M
/—\/

/ ‘/\/OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

in

Tuesday, December 10th
10 am to 8 pm

Free Admission & Shopping!
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Over 40 Vendors!

Free Parking
Sip & Shop
Cash Bar
Luncheon & Fashion Show
Raffle

ARMHOUSE PISTRE

“We wanted our giving to be consistent and

dependable, just like GoochlandCares. | love

knowing that my ongoing support helps keep
their programs saving lives.”

Richmond Country Club

_Jao 12950 Patterson Avenue

Henrico, VA 23238 (just off of 288)

More Information at GOOCHLAND WE CURRENTLY HAVE 84 MISSION
GoochlandCares.org/Events CARES MONTHLY DONORS!

Free Clinic and Family Services

Want to join them?
Go to GoochlandCares.org/Donate or call
804-556-0205 for assistance in setting
up your monthly gift!
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Main Phone: 804-556-6260
Clothes Closet: 804-556-0202
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OUR SERVICES

Food Pantry

Medical Care

Dental Care

Mental Health Care
Emergency Housing
Critical Home Repair
Clothes Closet
Sexual & Domestic
Violence Services
Case Management
Transportation
GED/ESL Education
Financial Assistance &
Tax Preparation

JOIN US FOR A TOUR CELEBRATING THE

RETIREMENT O

SALLY GRAHAM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Curious about GoochlandCares? Want
to learn more about our 12 programs,
all under one roof? Come visit us! You or
your group are welcome to schedule
an informative tour.

NOVEMBER 7, 2024
11AMTO 1PM

Join us in the

DONATE TODAY securely online at ; ' g GoochlandCares

A "G Community Room
GoochlandCares.org oM LN 2 to celebrate Sally and

enjoy light refreshments!

The mission of GoochlandCares is . :
to provide basic human services and health e £ RSVP AT
care to our Goochland neighbors in need. ; “



